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Background:
Hosted by the Global SDG16+ Coalition, this dialogue aimed to serve as a critical call-to-action for the
international community to accelerate the implementation of the SDG16+ targets of peace, justice and
inclusion as the enabler of the 2030 Agenda. With progress backsliding on SDG16+, the side-event
presented the interlinkages between SDG16+ and the SDGs under review at the 2022 HLPF, highlighting
the multi-disciplinary impacts that inaction on SDG16+ has on progress towards the larger 2030 Agenda.
This was achieved by showcasing findings and learnings from the recent SDG16+ Coalition Global
Workshop on SDG16+ interlinkages with the SDGs under review at the 2022 HLPF.

The event was hosted in a dynamic “Davos-style” format, featuring an in-depth dialogue with experts
from around the SDG16+ community. The dialogue explored the current state of SDG16+, along with a
discussion on concrete actions and commitments that must be made to improve progress towards
SDG16+, as we approach the halfway point to 2030. The event also highlighted recent efforts within the
Global SDG16+ Coalition to further this call-to-action, including the 2022 Rome Civil Society
Declaration on SDG16+.

About the Global SDG16+ Coalition

The Global SDG16+ Coalition is an informal, voluntary global coalition made up of SDG16+ initiatives,
UN member states, multilateral organizations, public-private partnerships and civil society representatives
all of whom are driven by a collective ambition to make progress on SDG16+. Guided by a spirit of
collaboration and partnership, the Global SDG16+ Coalition aspires to: i) achieve common goals on
SDG16+; ii) mobilize stakeholders at all levels; iii) support Agenda 2030 principles; iv) work
collaboratively; and v) partner for shared results.

Find out more about the Global SDG16+ Coalition and its work.

https://youtu.be/1scGXs3t5J0
https://www.sdg16hub.org/dashboard/rome-civil-society-declaration-sdg16
https://www.sdg16hub.org/dashboard/rome-civil-society-declaration-sdg16
https://www.sdg16hub.org/system/files/2021-05/SDG16%2B%20Community%20Strategy%20Summary_draft%20design_0.pdf


]Summary:
The discussion began with a welcome and introduction from the discussion’s moderator, Maggie Williams
from Pathfinders for Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies. Contextualizing the event within our current
global situation, she drew attention to the dire picture and massive humanitarian crises we currently face:
culmination on multiple crises that continue to feed off of one another- from COVID-19 to climate change
to conflict and intersecting forms of violence, with massive humanitarian implications for migration, food
and energy security, education, and all of the SDGs. Ms. Williams outlined the clear and urgent need to
support peaceful, just, and inclusive societies, thus explaining that the event would take stock of where we
are with SDG16 as well as consider what we have learned, where we should invest, and how to support
meaningful change.

Following these opening remarks, the event heard from the following panelists who spoke on the
discussion points of stocktaking, catalyzing action towards 2023 moments, and “call-to-action”:

● Gvaram Khandamishvili, Minister, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Permanent Mission
of Georgia to the UN

● Aparna Basnyat, Senior Research, and Policy Advisor, Oslo Governance Center, UNDP
● Saionara Reis, Program Manager, Danish Institute of Human Rights
● Valnora Edwin, National Coordinator for African Women Leaders Network - Sierra Leone 

Below are the key take-aways from the discussion areas:

Stocktaking- where are we now with SDG16+?
Gvaram Khandamishvii, Minister, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Permanent Mission of
Georgia to the UN:

Mr. Khandamishvii began by noting that SDG16 is a cross-cutting goal that would allow for the
implementation of the rest of the SDGs. He voiced that the current global pandemic has increased
inequalities, and conflicts are on the rise, especially the ongoing war in Ukraine; in this time of peril,
SDG16 is even more important. Other than the IDP and humanitarian crises, the war has affected the food
and energy crises as well. To this end, he explained that we have to think about these challenges and keep
them in mind when talking about the SDGs and their implementation. He voiced that the government of
Georgia understands that all SDGs and SDG16 are a work in progress that need constant updates and
improvement. In this process, transparency and accountability are key because we are talking about rule
of law, justice, and strong, transparent, and accountable institutions. Additionally, he recalled that it is
very important for the internal commitment from governments to be there in order to make meaningful
progress in implementation.

Aparna Basnyat, Senior Research, and Policy Advisor, UNDP, Oslo Governance Center:

Ms. Basnyat explained that SDG16 isn’t under review this year, but despite this, it is still vital to keep the
focus on it because it underlies the progress of the entire 2030 Agenda. Like Mr. Khandamishivii, she
noted the pandemic and invasion of Ukraine as critical global crises, but additionally spoke on the rise of
violence against women, backsliding in governance and human rights, and waning trust in governments
and public institutions. She highlighted that this decline in trust was worsened and exemplified by the
uneven distribution of pandemic-related services, including vaccines, and in many places an inadequate
social safety net in place that could respond to the multiple and compounding crises brought on by the
pandemic. Continuing to speak on the lack of trust in institutions, she noted that where democratic



institutions were resilient, they were able to push back over executive overreach; this was exemplified in
Latin America where they were able to hold governments accountable and stop the overreach of executive
power.

Saionara Reis, Program Manager, Danish Institute of Human Rights:

Ms. Reis stressed that countries are not reporting on SDG16 progress in an adequate manner; very few
have submitted these reports, and those that do are largely ignoring situations of violence against Human
Rights Defenders (HRDs). On the situation of HRDs, the Danish Institute for Human Rights is working
to create a more enabling environment for HRDs to play their pivotal roles and is currently creating a
monitoring framework of indicators to have better data and protection for HRDs globally. At present, they
have indicators on what mechanisms and such protect HRDs, achieve remedy when their rights are
violated, and what the outcomes are in those states when they defend rights. They are just starting the
pilot process of this new monitoring framework. Additionally, commenting on shrinking civic space, Ms.
Reis mentioned that the Danish Institute for Human Rights is currently working on an analysis of how the
right to protest is related to many different aspects of the SDGs.. She also noted the importance of human
rights education for all public/social institutions, as well as the need to mainstream human rights
education in schools.

Valnora Edwin, National Coordinator for African Women Leaders Network - Sierra Leone:

Noting the relevance of SDG16 in the current global context, Ms. Edwin elaborated on the growing
concern of shrinking civic space. While her country, Sierra Leone, didn’t have extensive COVID-19
restrictions, they still saw limitations put on civic space. She went on to note that the war in Ukraine has
had an effect on Sierra Leone because they depend a lot on external support for healthcare, energy supply,
and education, thus there is a concern that the development agenda will be stalled and slowed down as the
focus shifts to Ukraine. She argued that the same level of attention given to Ukraine needs to be given to
Syria, Afghanistan, Guinea, Burkina Faso, and Mali, to name a few. She also expressed that conversations
around the Ukraine crisis have not been peace focused enough; conversations have rather been focused on
militarization, such as how to send weapons and carry out sanctions, but we have seen very few
conversations for dialogue and peace.

Where do we go from here? Challenges, gaps, and moving forward:
Gvaram Khandamishvii, Minister, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Permanent Mission of
Georgia to the UN:

Mr. Khandamishvii stated that SDG16 implementation in Georgia is a work-in-progress for the
government, “a never-ending journey” (in terms of centrality and transparency of institutions and the
working of public services). He noted that one of Georgia’s major milestones is that the government has
been able to provide more than 450 services under one roof, and it has proven to be very efficient.
However, these interlinked projects have required lots of investment and high maintenance costs. Moving
forward, he shared that they are now preparing projects that would synchronize our customs and tax
systems services, which is important in terms of trade facilitation, as well as scaling up e-governance in
ports as related to trade and supply chain.

https://www.humanrights.dk/publications/furthering-right-defend-rights-through-2030-agenda-sustainable-development


Aparna Basnyat, Senior Research, and Policy Advisor, UNDP, Oslo Governance Center:

Ms. Basnyat brought up the strong need for investment in national data on SDG16, as one of the biggest
challenges we have is the availability of data. She expressed that we must encourage countries to collect
and report on that data and we need to invest in critical, independent data at the national level. Ms.
Basnyat shared that this year was the first year that UNDP asked for disaggregated data from countries on
representation in the public sector and the judiciary; only 50 countries are reporting so far but UNDP
hopes to have more incoming. Additionally, UNDP has been working with UNODC and OHCHR on the
SDG16 survey initiative that could be used to report and gather data on all SDG16 indicators and how
they impact each other.

Saionara Reis, Program Manager, Danish Institute of Human Rights:

Ms. Reis brought to the audience’s attention that 92% of the SDGs are related to human rights. Because of
these interlinkages, the Danish Institute has been promoting data partnerships with this issue of
accountability, and is working to foster partnerships between NHRIs at the country level, national
statistics offices, civil society organizations, and government offices in order to produce increased data.
From the human rights principles, all of this is what “leave no one behind” is built on, so we are hoping to
get better and more inclusive data where the actual needs of the communities are taken into consideration
when national statistical offices are designing services. However, she emphasized that data is just the first
step- this is one microscopic issue to unveil the situation of marginalized groups and what the main
drivers of that marginalization are.

Valnora Edwin, National Coordinator for African Women Leaders Network - Sierra Leone:

Ms. Edwin noted that one good thing in Sierra Leone is that they have linked their national development
plan to the SDGs, but their challenges moving forward are related to data. To this point, she explained that
they have the statistics office but their data is not necessarily used for developmental purposes, and they
don’t have the data on things like women and gender. Additionally, the census in 2015 was used to inflate
numbers in populated areas in order to increase parliamentary seats for the ruling party. Moving forward,
action must be taken around data manipulation and using data in a way that allows for progress and
increased efficiency of public service delivery. She additionally spoke on the importance of strong and
increased collaboration in a meaningful manner with civil society organizations.

Final remarks on moving towards 2023:
Gvaram Khandamishvii, Minister, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Permanent Mission of
Georgia to the UN:

Mr. Khandamishvii noted that the upcoming SDG Summit in 2023 is a good opportunity to paint a fair
picture of where things stand with implementation and put forward what it will take in terms of resources
and mobilization to try to realize the SDGs as expected. He also spoke to the importance of the Summit of
the Future taking place next year, as the government of Georgia sees it as complementary to the SDGs.

Aparna Basnyat, Senior Research, and Policy Advisor, UNDP, Oslo Governance Center:

Ms. Basnyat linked back to where the conversation started in terms of the multiple crises; because of the
way the world is shifting we have tended to focus on the more immediate symptoms rather than the
underlying causes. Specifically, she highlighted that at the center of many of these crises we have the
failure of government institutions in order to put together an effective response that is in line with human

https://www.sdg16hub.org/sdg-16-survey-initiative


rights standards. Moving forward, we need to reemphasize the need to invest in SDG16; it’s more costly
for everyone in the long run if we don’t invest in SDG16 as a critical part to addressing these multiple
crises.

Saionara Reis, Program Manager, Danish Institute of Human Rights:

Ms. Reis spoke on not underestimating the power of dialogue. Additionally, she expressed the need to not
waste resources; we have a lot of resources from various parallel processes at and around the UN, and
those interlinkages should be brought up and utilized. Parallel to this point, Ms. Reis raised that the global
community has around 62,000 recommendations from human rights instruments related only to SDG16,
so those guidelines and the information these bodies have provided must be acted upon.

Valnora Edwin, National Coordinator for African Women Leaders Network - Sierra Leone:

Ms. Edwin stressed that more than anything it is about the political will, and about how civil society
actors can ensure we build and strengthen trust between state and non-state actors. She highlighted the
pivotal importance of strengthening SDG16 due to its impact on the other SDGs. However, she also noted
that we must acknowledge the limitations for civil society organizations as well, and touched on the need
for support from the international community.


