
 

Community Update of the SDG 16 Hub, April 2023 

We are pleased to share the Community Update of the SDG 16 Hub! This month’s edition features new 

and exciting resources, tools, initiatives, and events. 

UPDATES featured in this SDG 16 Community Update include: 

 

• The United Nations World Data Forum 

• The SDG 16 Conference, Rome, Italy, 30 May – 1 June 2023 

• Civil Society engagement at the upcoming SDG16 Conference 

• The #SDG16Now Campaign 

• Updates on the Gender Equality Seal for Public Institutions  

• Report launch ‘Building capacities for promoting the presence and leadership of women within 

public institutions at national and local levels.’ 

• Report launch ‘Connections that Matter: How does the quality of governance institutions help 

protect our Ocean? 

• 9th meeting of the Praia Group Task Team on Non-Discrimination & Equality  

• 7th meeting of the Praia Group Task Team on Participation in Political and Public Affairs 

• 'Training of Trainers' webinar with UNDP Kosovo, Mongolia, and Uzbekistan to kickstart local 

training and adaptation of ROK's 'Clean Portal’ 

 

We are enthusiastic to continue providing SDG 16 updates including on events, resources, and 

initiatives. For any inputs and feedback, please write to contact@sdg16hub.org. 

 

We want to hear from you! The SDG 16 Hub community survey is currently underway, and we 

are excited to receive your feedback and ideas. Your input is critical in helping us better 

understand key issues and perspectives of SDG 16 practitioners and strengthening the Hub's 

ability to support your work. We value your participation and look forward to hearing your 

thoughts. Let us work together to shape the future of the SDG 16 Hub! 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.undp.org%2Fpolicy-centre%2Foslo%2Fpublications%2Fconnections-matter-how-does-quality-governance-institutions-help-protect-our-ocean&data=05%7C01%7Cjulia.kercher%40undp.org%7C163f8ae21e774d9034fe08db2baed9c6%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638151803183737872%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uXxL%2BMiXNBgdzOEuijMsWf31op92dCOdwk6MSnr6jlA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.undp.org%2Fpolicy-centre%2Foslo%2Fpublications%2Fconnections-matter-how-does-quality-governance-institutions-help-protect-our-ocean&data=05%7C01%7Cjulia.kercher%40undp.org%7C163f8ae21e774d9034fe08db2baed9c6%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638151803183737872%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uXxL%2BMiXNBgdzOEuijMsWf31op92dCOdwk6MSnr6jlA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:contact@sdg16hub.org
https://forms.gle/zrJqq8QWbyCq7iXL6


 

United Nations World Data Forum 

The fourth edition of the UN World Data Forum 2023 is taking place in Hangzhou, China, this week (24-27 

April 2023) and represents an opportunity to foster collaboration and innovation across data ecosystems 

as well as new approaches to capacity development for better data to support development policy. 

 Sessions range from leveraging innovations to measure and understand poverty and inequalities, boosting 

disaggregated data availability for gender-responsive policy cycle, using data and digital to achieve 

universal health coverage (UHC) and better health outcomes, data in crisis contexts, and more! These 

panel discussions, demos, and announcements will complement a range of insightful sessions on emerging 

trends and challenges in the field of data and statistics.  

UNDP Oslo Governance Centre is co-organizing the following sessions: 

• Tuesday, April 25th, 3:00 – 4:00 PM UTC +8 

(TA2.08) Building the evidence to rebuild trust in governance systems 

 

• Thursday, April 27th,10:45 – 11:45 AM UTC+8 

(TA4.08) SDG 16: Measuring progress and reporting challenges. Different approaches to the 

cooperation between the international and national level. 

 

• Thursday, April 27th, 2:30 – 3:30 PM UTC+8 

(TA1.17) How can we build trust in citizen science data to inform policy decisions and action? 

 

Please browse the full list of UNDP-organized side events: https://www.undp.org/events/un-world-data-

forum-2023-undp-sessions, and find more information below. 

You may also download the full programme, follow @UNDataForum for the latest updates, and browse 

this series of blogs showcasing how working with data can support the implementation of the 2030 

Agenda and the SDGs. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funstats.un.org%2Funsd%2Fundataforum%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmaximilian.fasold%40undp.org%7C777e0b2963cf42a6b50008db4580e3a8%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638180192188536697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wstgoKXkWrvPIeD2nqs%2Bp4ohuHOfzzWmA2oiCzb3b9E%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbooth.unwdf2023.org.cn%2Fmainsite%2Fen%2F83ed50af-f6f4-42ce-be9a-52906a042428%2Fc7230000-31ef-9a2f-ebb5-08dae4b702c5%2FeventsDetails%3FId%3Df400e2cc-f284-45f5-9e03-6f5651ed96e3&data=05%7C01%7Cmaximilian.fasold%40undp.org%7C777e0b2963cf42a6b50008db4580e3a8%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638180192188692933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xNKZ0Y%2FdzG81lOuP13JP6TiwvAd40CsfIQhR2b%2Fhn%2FM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbooth.unwdf2023.org.cn%2Fmainsite%2Fen%2F83ed50af-f6f4-42ce-be9a-52906a042428%2Fc7230000-31ef-9a2f-ebb5-08dae4b702c5%2FeventsDetails%3FId%3Dfedf7137-0254-4cc9-8540-4951d6e9f365&data=05%7C01%7Cmaximilian.fasold%40undp.org%7C777e0b2963cf42a6b50008db4580e3a8%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638180192188692933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VTPeZ840brpNuq1bHUARRkSGFPeXU3jPCqBZXHJLxfk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbooth.unwdf2023.org.cn%2Fmainsite%2Fen%2F83ed50af-f6f4-42ce-be9a-52906a042428%2Fc7230000-31ef-9a2f-ebb5-08dae4b702c5%2FeventsDetails%3FId%3Dfedf7137-0254-4cc9-8540-4951d6e9f365&data=05%7C01%7Cmaximilian.fasold%40undp.org%7C777e0b2963cf42a6b50008db4580e3a8%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638180192188692933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VTPeZ840brpNuq1bHUARRkSGFPeXU3jPCqBZXHJLxfk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbooth.unwdf2023.org.cn%2Fmainsite%2Fen%2F83ed50af-f6f4-42ce-be9a-52906a042428%2Fc7230000-31ef-9a2f-ebb5-08dae4b702c5%2FeventsDetails%3FId%3D389f5439-f444-414d-8d23-f7c0b49ee9db&data=05%7C01%7Cmaximilian.fasold%40undp.org%7C777e0b2963cf42a6b50008db4580e3a8%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638180192188692933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uubz0tVvZJpKA1nfQvxHqd6clGof7iogNe00Re2yW%2Fw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.undp.org%2Fevents%2Fun-world-data-forum-2023-undp-sessions&data=05%7C01%7Cmaximilian.fasold%40undp.org%7C777e0b2963cf42a6b50008db4580e3a8%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638180192188692933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s18oi4sVkb3kCdZv4M%2BI6SzcIWeLYWyAccgsga%2F6Lm0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.undp.org%2Fevents%2Fun-world-data-forum-2023-undp-sessions&data=05%7C01%7Cmaximilian.fasold%40undp.org%7C777e0b2963cf42a6b50008db4580e3a8%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638180192188692933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s18oi4sVkb3kCdZv4M%2BI6SzcIWeLYWyAccgsga%2F6Lm0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funstats.un.org%2Funsd%2Fundataforum%2Fprogramme%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmaximilian.fasold%40undp.org%7C777e0b2963cf42a6b50008db4580e3a8%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638180192188692933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MyGB1Sb%2BrWSrCst7L1nidpp%2FRo9NmQGHRUbpyLHugPo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FUNDataForum&data=05%7C01%7Cmaximilian.fasold%40undp.org%7C777e0b2963cf42a6b50008db4580e3a8%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638180192188692933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uAUNqJLTg98r0VY%2F65pZoRyO4ADgegrAY8ReSK4ZIkk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funstats.un.org%2Funsd%2Fundataforum%2Fblog%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmaximilian.fasold%40undp.org%7C777e0b2963cf42a6b50008db4580e3a8%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638180192188692933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O161RjMHDm6bI8FnRfhSl24bwdXIgtuHs%2F6Gy%2BFC8HY%3D&reserved=0


 

The SDG 16 Conference 

At a time when intersecting global crises are posing unprecedented challenges to advancing the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development, the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the International 

Development Law Organization and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of Italy have 

announced that the fourth SDG 16 Conference will take place from 30 May to 1 June 2023 in Rome, Italy.  

Building on the outcomes of the 2019, 2021 and 2022 editions, the Conference will review progress and 
challenges related to SDG 16, focusing on conflict and shrinking trust in public institutions. The event will 
also explore SDG 16’s catalytic role in responding to food systems and climate change crises. It will 
contribute to the 2023 SDG Summit and High-Level Political Forum as well as other intergovernmental 
processes. 

The Conference will bring together representatives of governments, international organizations, civil 
society, and academia to identify solutions to accelerate progress towards SDG 16 and promote its role in 
supporting the transition to a more sustainable world.  For latest information please visit conference 
website here. 

 

Civil Society engagement at the upcoming SDG16 Conference  

Upon invitation of the conference organizers, the Civil Society Platform for Peacebuilding and 

Statebuilding [CSPPS] and the Transparency, Accountability and Parnterships Network (TAP) are 

spearheading the drafting process of the 2023 Rome Civil Society Declaration on SDG16+. This new 

declaration will build on previous iterations and will have a distinct focus on the commitments that are 

needed at the mid-point of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Inputs for 

the declaration have been solicited via an online survey that was broadly shared across the global civil 

society community. Ahead of the SDG16 Conference an online consultation workshop is planned for early 

May to discuss the first draft that is now available. As integral part of the Rome SDG16 Conference a Civil 

Society Day will be organised on 29 May at IDLO as a final touchpoint before launching the declaration in 

context of the SDG16 Conference. For more information please contact us via: info@cspps.org 

https://www.un.org/en/desa
http://esteri.it/it/
https://www.idlo.int/SDG16Conference2019
https://www.idlo.int/SDG16Conference2021
https://www.idlo.int/SDG16Conference2022
https://www.un.org/en/conferences/SDGSummit2023
https://hlpf.un.org/2023
https://www.idlo.int/SDG16Conference2023
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcspps.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cpriya.sood%40undp.org%7Cd69883941c9543c8948808db42578749%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638176716083185777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O7BAn%2FqVwfBIoiODuhQ6xQfNmzVX39Z7kd0wly29Z3c%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcspps.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cpriya.sood%40undp.org%7Cd69883941c9543c8948808db42578749%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638176716083185777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O7BAn%2FqVwfBIoiODuhQ6xQfNmzVX39Z7kd0wly29Z3c%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftapnetwork2030.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cpriya.sood%40undp.org%7Cd69883941c9543c8948808db42578749%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638176716083185777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Skcaf8uYaYEf3jV1W8N%2F7N4cn5VgPMqNJWAKXGmAgHk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:info@cspps.org


 

#SDG16 Now Campaign  

Since the start of 2023, the TAP Network has been focused on the design and development of a new 

campaign around SDG16+.  The campaign, #SDG16Now, will look to mobilize stakeholders around 2023 

as the midway point of the UN 2030 Agenda and advocate for and deliver robust commitments to 

accelerate action on SDG16+.  The early months of 2023 have been devoted to consultations and co-

design sessions with SDG16+ stakeholders across the board to shape the strategy and structure of the 

campaign.  With just a few weeks of development left, the #SDG16Now Campaign will be officially 

launching during a virtual event on 16 May, from 9-10 AM EDT.  You can stay updated about the launch 

and progress of the #SDG16Now Campaign by signing up for the newsletter here: 

https://bit.ly/SDG16NowUpdates 

 

 

Updates on the Gender Equality Seal for Public Institutions  

UNDP has been working to advance a new generation of gender-responsive public institutions through 

the Gender Equality Seal for Public Institutions. The UNDP Gender Equality Seal is a corporate standard 

for gender equality that organizations can qualify for and be benchmarked against to receive certification 

in accordance with best practices on gender equality inside an organization. The following initiatives 

have been using the Gender Equality Seal for Public Institutions to build capacity: 

• Public institutions implementing the Seal in Latin America and the Caribbean initiated their 

community of practices, exchanging experiences and lessons learned on gender mainstreaming 

in public administration and preventing sexual harassment and gender base violence at the 

workplace.  

• UNDP DRC CO is piloting, with the support of the HQ Gender Equality Seal team, a gender 

capacity building recognition for NGOs working in the stabilization pillar.   

• In Jordan, The Independent Electoral Commission, the first public institution in the Arab region 

to implement the Seal, trained its Gender Equality Committee.   

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FSDG16NowUpdates&data=05%7C01%7Cpriya.sood%40undp.org%7C2e775fac021144c9c5b608db41a6ed62%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638175958488032197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Caev7wVxmzNu5bWookVMW8nGSSDmOR0gvAaqGDM6VrA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gendersealpublicinstitutions.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zGJLoUia_Q


• The Ministry of Finance in Uzbekistan joined in November the community of the global Gender 

Equality Seal Public Institutions. 

• The Human Resources Management Authority in Montenegro are pioneers in the 

implementation of the Gender Equality Seal in the country. 

• The High Judiciary and Prosecutorial Council and the Agency for Gender Equality of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina have kicked off the implementation of the Gender Equality Seal for Public 

Institutions 

• In Africa, 40 gender equality experts from 7 countries are being trained as regional trainers for 

the Gender Equality Seal for Public Institutions. 

 

 

 

 

Building capacities for promoting the presence and leadership of women within 

public institutions at national and local levels 

UN DESA commissioned two reports focusing on SDGs 5 and 16 in the context of the project “Building 

capacities for promoting the presence and leadership of women within public institutions at national and 

local levels”. The two reports are now available on the project website. The first report highlights 

legislation and policies that promote women’s access to leadership positions in public administration in 15 

countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, the Caribbean and Oceania. The second report identifies 

good practices, trends, and lessons learned based on a desk review of country-level practices that are 

known to improve the representation and engagement of women in leadership roles in public 

administration around the globe.  

 
The findings of these global reviews will serve as a benchmark for the in-depth reviews and gap analysis 
of norms and practices on gender equality in public institutions in Bhutan, Lao PDR, Mauritius and Senegal. 
The national reviews are being carried out in collaboration with UNDP in Bhutan, Lao PDR, and Senegal. 
Mauritius will start its review later this year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublicadministration.un.org%2Fen%2FCapacity-Building%2FProjects%2FBuilding-capacities-for-promoting-the-presence-and-leadership-of-women&data=05%7C01%7Cpriya.sood%40undp.org%7Cf27f1d7e03d44407321808db28ba5361%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638148552946481559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gWb8uRkQUqt0lMpNkDoY4PET1DlnIPCSAq8zDfjlhqI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublicadministration.un.org%2FPortals%2F1%2FReview%2520of%2520Policies%2520and%2520Legislation-Rev-version%2520for%2520website-3March-23.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cpriya.sood%40undp.org%7Cf27f1d7e03d44407321808db28ba5361%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638148552946481559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hOQt5xICe2JF%2BvHQ5O5o8Pwag0b3YPeDfk0AtKtAVO4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublicadministration.un.org%2FPortals%2F1%2FAnalysis-good-practices-Rev-version-for-website%252001-03-23.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cpriya.sood%40undp.org%7Cf27f1d7e03d44407321808db28ba5361%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638148552946481559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HpDVqiycVKqs7usco%2B2%2B3aVMcIn1YurNgej4RIh91XY%3D&reserved=0


 

Connections that Matter: How does the quality of governance institutions help 

protect our Ocean? 

After the ground-breaking study ‘Connections that Matter: How the Quality of Governance Institutions 

may be the Booster Shot we need to reduce Poverty and Inequality’ on the interlinkages between SDG 

16 and SDG 1 (No Poverty) and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequality) last year, the UNDP's Oslo Governance 

Centre and the German Institute of Development and Sustainability (IDOS) released a second SDG 16 

interlinkages study at the Blue Justice Conference in Copenhagen last month. The report investigates 

interlinkages between SDG 16 and SDG 14 (Life Below Water).   

In short, the report examines how progress on key aspects of SDG 16 (namely, inclusion and participation; 

accountability and rule of law; and transparency and control of corruption and crime) impacts on key 

aspects of SDG 14 (namely, marine pollution, marine protection and sustainable fisheries).  The report 

shows with empirical evidence from across the globe that meaningful stakeholder engagement in marine 

protection efforts fosters trust, ownership and cooperation which makes these efforts more accepted 

and legitimate, and thereby more effective. In turn, protection efforts, such as the setting up of marine 

protected areas, which neglect stakeholder engagement and fail to acknowledge local interests, needs, 

identities, and expertise can provoke resistance, conflict, and illicit activity, which ultimately cause harm 

to both the ecosystem and society. Another strong finding is that the different elements of governance 

can mutually reinforce each other, leading to even better outcomes on SDG 14. For example, regulation 

efforts are more effective if they are combined with stakeholder engagement.   Finally, the report reflects 

on what we did not find and why this may be and offers suggestions for future work to make sure research 

translates into action.  
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9th meeting of the Praia Group Task Team on Non-Discrimination & Equality  
The draft version of the survey questionnaire on Discrimination developed by the Praia Group Task Team 

working on this topic is now ready for cognitive testing in diverse regional, cultural and linguistic contexts. 

On Tuesday, 4 April, more than 60 members of the Task Team gathered to discuss two methods for the 

cognitive testing, namely semi-structured qualitative interviews and standardized protocol-based verbal 

probing. So far, the NSOs of Madagascar, Colombia, Viet Nam, Cote d’Ivoire, Peru and Cabo Verde have 

confirmed their interest in participating in the cognitive testing of the questionnaire. Any other interested 

NSO should contact group.praia@gmail.com. More information about this meeting and about the work of 

this Task Team can be found here.  
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 7th meeting of the Praia Group Task Team on Participation in Political and Public 

Affairs 

On the 18th of April, more than 40 members of this Task Team gathered to hear the findings from an 

expert appraisal of the draft questionnaire on Participation conducted by two methodology experts from 

Statistics Norway. The experts also provided recommendations on how to address the weaknesses 

identified. Members were invited to join a small working group who will be working on a revised version 

of the questionnaire, over the next 3 weeks. Two methods for cognitive testing – namely, standardized 

protocol-based verbal probing and semi-structured qualitative interviews – were offered to NSOs 

interested in testing the questionnaire in their national context. Support available to interested NSOs 

includes virtual training sessions and technical support from the core team. Interested NSOs should 

contact group.praia@gmail.com. More information about this meeting and about the work of this Task 

Team can be found here.  

 

 

'Training of Trainers' webinar with UNDP Kosovo*, Mongolia and Uzbekistan to 

kickstart local training and adaptation of ROK's 'Clean Portal'  

 

 

 

UNDP Seoul Policy Centre jointly hosted a three-day 'Training of Trainers (ToT)' webinar with the Korean 

Anti-Corruption & Civil Rights Commission (ACRC) and UNDP Country Offices (COs) in Kosovo, Mongolia, 

and Uzbekistan to share technical knowledge and policy insights regarding Republic of Korea’s online 

corruption reporting service, 'Clean Portal'. Representatives from COs identified country-specific legal and 

structural challenges for implementing and operating localized versions of ‘Clean Portal’, and presented 

action plans to overcome such challenges. This was followed by an interactive dialogue during which ACRC 

elaborated on ROK’s legal framework on anti-corruption, artificial intelligence tools for enhanced usability, 

and the importance of protecting whistleblowers. The Training of Trainers webinar was a prime example 

of South-South and Triangular Cooperation as a process whereby three developing countries pursue their 

individual and shared national capacity development objectives through exchanges of knowledge, skills, 

resources and technical know-how supported by UNDP. The UNDP COs reiterated their commitment to 

tackling anti-corruption in collaboration with national partners. Find out more. *References to Kosovo shall 

be understood to be in the context of Security Council Resolution 1244 (1999). 
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